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Baptisia lanceolata 

 

Gopherweed 

Fabaceae 

 

Seed Propagation: Plants are easily propagated by seed.  
Collect fruit when it turns black and dries; avoid collecting 
fruits when they are green and fleshy to ensure seed 
maturity. Several seed collections we have performed 
resulted in the majority of fruits and seeds eaten by insects. 
Seeds have physical dormancy due to a seed coat the 
inhibits the uptake of water by the seed. Scarification is 
needed to alleviate dormancy. Seeds were successfully 
scarified by nicking seeds on the distal end with a razor or 

by rubbing seeds vigorously between two pieces of 100 grit 
sandpaper. Seeds collected fall 2019 and sown with a few 
seeds per cell on 12/21/2020 began to emerge by 
12/30/2019, had 83% of cells with ≥1 seedling by 
1/25/2020, and had 100% of cells with ≥1 seedling with 1 
set of true leaves by 2/10/2020 when seeds were sown on 
top of soil or covered with soil by a few mm of potting mix. 
Seeds were placed under intermittent mist in a climate-
controlled greenhouse within 72-cell trays containing a 
peat-based potting mix (ProMix HP, Sungro).  
 

Cutting Propagation: Stem cutting information is lacking for 
this species. We have successfully rooted other species of 
Baptisia without the use of rooting hormones when placed 
under intermittent mist in a climate-controlled greenhouse. 
 
Production: 72-cell liner plug seedlings filled out 4-inch pots 
after a few months after potting when grown within a 3:1 

mix of aged pine bark with fines to peat-based bagged mix 
(MetroMix 830) and fertilized with a ¼ tsp of 18-6-12 slow 

release fertilizer (Osmocote, 9 mo slow release) 
 

Comments: Plants were easily installed into a landscape 
garden setting. Plants sown in a greenhouse in winter and 
planted in spring flowered by fall of the same year. Plants 

were installed in a relic upland pine soil with full sun 
exposure and had modest amounts of hardwood mulch 
placed around it. Avoid mulching over the crown of the 
plant to reduce pathogen pressure. Plants may be useful in 
restoring soil fertility as roots have associations with 
nitrates that fix Nitrogen from the atmosphere and add it to 
the soil. 
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 Top. Seedling germinating with radicle showing and seed coat still 

surrounding the cotyledons . Mid. Seedlings in 72-cell plugs with 

true leaves. Bot. Seeds with a 1mm2 background. 
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