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Ceratiola ericoides 

 

Florida rosemary 

Ericaceae 
 
Seed Propagation: Propagation from seed is slow but can be 
done. Johnson (1986) developed the following technique. Collect 
fruits from December through March and let them air dry for at 
least a week. Scarifying seed with sandpaper speeds up 
germination to 6 months rather than 8 or 12 months. Plant the 
seeds in a large pot (at least 6 in) with a well-draining substrate, 
and water them as needed. Seedlings are very small at 
germination and will require a very long production period to 
reach transplant size.  
 

Cutting Propagation: Propagation from cuttings is slow but can 
be done. Thetford and others (2001) developed the following 
technique. Softwood stem cuttings produce roots in course 
propagation substrates such as perlite:vermiculite (1:1) or 
pinebark:sand (6:1) Cuttings taken from stem tips should be 
around 3.5 in long with the bottom ½ inch of foliage removed. 
The base of the cutting should be exposed to auxin treatments 
below 5,000 ppm to improve root qualities such as root number 
and root length. Cuttings take several (8 to 12) weeks to initiate 
roots under intermittent mist.  Fungicide recommended. Fine 
roots weakly attached to cuttings and require several months of 
outdoor production before attempting to transplant. 
 
Production: Others have described successfully producing rooted 
cuttings within 4-in, 1-qt or 1-gal pots with an amended 100% 
pine bark substrate and grown outside with overhead irrigation 
(Miller et al. 2008). 
 
Comments: Quintessential “green meatball” plant with 
exceptional potential for use in landscaping. Its difficulty to 
propagate and slow growth has limited its use in the horticulture 
industry. Whoever can figure out how to produce this plant 
quickly and efficiently could potentially make a lot of money 
selling this plant. Useful in coastal dune and scrub restoration 
projects as this plant iis often dominant on sites where it occurs. 
Landscape use  is probably l limited to dry and sandy soils with 
full sun exposure. Plants have been salvaged with modest success 
(~50%) survival when placed under intermittent mist for a few 
weeks and then placed outdoors under daily overhead irrigation. 
Plants were grown in 1-gallon containers 3:1 mix of aged pine 
bark with fines to peat based potting mix (MetroMix 830) and 
fertilized with a ¼ tsp of slow-release fertilizer (Osmocote 15-9-
12 Plus). 
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Top. Salvaged plants grown in 1-gallon containers. Mid. Mature fruits. 

Bot. Mature seeds with fruit tissue partially removed 
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