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Chrysopsis gossypina f. cruiseana 

 

Cruise’s goldenaster 

Asteraceae 

 
Seed Propagation: Plants can be propagated by seed. Collect fruits when 
bracts below head turn brown and dry; do not collect when green and 
moist to ensure seed maturity.  The drying fruits on the heads form globe 
shaped structures right before dispersal via wind and signal fruits are ready 
toll collect. Seeds collected on 12/2009 and sown on 9/2010 sown on had 
highest germination with light (12-hour photoperiod) exposure at 20/10 ºC 
(67%), 25/15 ºC (71%), and 30/20 ºC (62%). Germination percentages were 
similar for light exposed seeds at 35/25 ºC (31%) and dark exposed seeds at 
20/10 ºC (22%), while dark exposed seeds in warmer temperatures (25/15 
ºC, 30/20 ºC, and 35/35 ºC) had <12% germination (Hooton, 2021). Seeds 
sown on top of peat based potting mix (MetroMix 830, Sungro) and lightly 
covered with fine vermiculite emerged within a few weeks. Seedlings often 
remain small for several weeks before quickly growing. 
 

Cutting Propagation: Plants can be quickly and easily be rooted by cuttings. 
Apical stem cuttings taken from vegetative (rosette) stems consistently root 
to near 100% across seasons. During warmer conditions under intermittent 
mist in a climate-controlled greenhouse root initials are visible in a few days 
and rooted 72-cell plugs in 2-3 weeks were produced using a peat based 
potting mix (MetroMix 830, Sungro). Remove cuttings quickly after rooting 
occurs as leaves deteriorate under mist. Vegetative cuttings have higher 
performance than stem cuttings of the elongated flowering stems which 
may die soon after flowering. 
 
Production: Plants are quickly easily produced using standard greenhouse 
and nursery procedures. Rooted and seedling 72-cell plugs fill out 
containers after a few weeks (when grown in 4-inch pots) to several weeks 
(when plants are grown in 1-gallon pots) when grown in a 3:1 mix of aged 
pine bark with fines to peat based bagged mix (MetroMix 830, Sungro) and 
fertilized with ¼ tsp or 1 tsp of fertilizer for 4-inch and 1-gallon. Plants have 
successfully been produced in the spring, summer, and fall. 
 
Outplanting: Plants outplanted during winter on coastal backdunes of the 
FL panhandle had high survival (<70% after 2 years) with or without the 
application of ¼ tsp of fertilizer at time of planting (Campbell and others, 
2021). Fertilizer did increase plant growth, flower and fruit production, and 
did not affect seed viability of seeds produced in the restoration planting. 
Also performed well in landscape setting in relic sandhill soil with modest 
amounts of hardwood mulch.  
 

Comments: Spectacularly ornamental both in its vegetative and 
reproductive states. Dead plants post-flowering keep interesting black, 
octopus-shaped, silhouettes. Modestly reseeds in areas with very light 
mulch or open mineral soil.  
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Top. Fruits (achenes) containing a single seed which are ~8mm tall when 

measured from the top of the pappus to the base of fruit. Top Mid. Seedlings. 

Bot Mid. Cutting in 4-inch pot. Bot. Apical stem cuttings. 
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