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Chrysopsis mariana 

 

Maryland goldenaster 

Asteraceae 

 

Seed Propagation: Plants are easily and quickly propagated from 
seed. Collect fruits when bracts below head turn brown and dry; 
do not collect when green and moist to ensure seed maturity.  
The drying fruits on the heads form globe shaped structures right 
before dispersal via wind and signal fruits are ready toll collect. 
Seeds collected from the FL panhandle in the fall, dry stored, and 
sown (~5 seeds per cell) on 12/21/2019 began to emerge within 
a week and had high (>90%) germination with 3-5 true leaves by 
1/25/2020. There was no difference in germination if seeds were 
placed on top of potting mix (MetroMix 830, Sungro) or lightly 
covered with mix until the seeds were no longer visible. Seeds 
were sown in 72-cell trays and placed under intermittent mist in 
a climate-controlled greenhouse. Seeds of a different seedlot 
collected fall 2019 and dry stored until sowing on 2/4/20 had 
similar germination and produced robust plugs within a month.  
 

Cutting Propagation: Cutting propagation information is lacking 
for this species. Other species of Chrysopsis root from cuttings 
quickly and easily. Best performance for other species has been 
reported from vegetative tissue. 
 
Production: Plants are quickly easily produced using standard 
greenhouse and nursery procedures. Barerooted seedlings (~3 
true leaves) transplanted into 4-inch containers on 2/10/2020 
had full rootballs by 4/10/2020 when grown in a 3:1 mix of aged 
pine bark with fines to peat based bagged mix (MetroMix 830, 
Sungro) and fertilized with ¼ tsp of slow-release fertilizer 
(Osmocote 15-9-12 Plus). Plants can tolerate greenhouse 
production systems and outdoor daily overhead irrigation in a 
nursery production system.  
 

Comments: Plants were installed in a landscape garden setting 
using 72-cell plugs and 4-inch containers within a relic upland 
pine soil with modest amounts of hardwood mulch. Plants sown 
in the winter bloomed by the summer and continued to bloom 
into the fall. Useful in this sense as an everbearing pollinator 
plant, though its ornamental potential is less than other species 
in the genus. Chrysopsis are known to freely hybridize and 
species have large morphological variations, making 
identification of plants notoriously difficult. 

Top. Tan colored fruits (achenes) on growing mix with radicle 

protruding from fruit on right. Mid. Top. Seedlings with 1 true leaf. 

Mid. Bot. 72-cell seedling plug (left) transplanted into 4-inch 

container (right). Bot. Bare rooted seedlings in 4-inch containers 
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