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Conoclinium coelestinum 

 

Mistflower 

Asteraceae 

 

Seed Propagation: Plants are quickly and easily propagated from 
seed. Collect seeds when fruit tissue turns dark brown to grey 
and is dry; avoid collecting when fruits moist and do not dislodge 
easily from plant to ensure seed maturity. Seeds germinate 
readily without pretreatment and fill plug trays within a few 
weeks. Seedlings grown in communal flats or multiple seedlings 
per plug can easily be barerooted for transplanting. 
 

Cutting Propagation: Plants are easily and quickly propagated 
from cuttings. Apical herbaceous stem cuttings filled out 72-cell 
plugs within a month when stuck in 72-cell liner trays within peat 
based potting mix (MetroMix 830, Sungro) and placed under 
intermittent mist in a climate-controlled greenhouse.  
 
Production: Plants are easily produced in containers in a 
greenhouse and nursery setting. 72-cell plugs during early spring 
filled with a 3:1 mix of pine bark with fines to MetroMix830 and 
1/4 tsp slow-release fertilizer (18-6-12 Osmocote Plus) filled out 
4-inch pots within a few weeks when grown outdoors under daily 
overhead irrigation. During propagation and production plants 
are pest magnets with almost every greenhouse pest spotted on 
this plant including spider mites, aphids, white flies, and mealy 
bugs. Plants in the wild often with contain spider mites and 
should be treated before use in a greenhouse or nursery 
cultivation setting.  
 

Comments: Plants were easily installed in a landscape garden 
setting during summer within a relic upland pine soil with modest 
amounts of hardwood mulch. Flowered profusely the first year 
and paired spectacularly with Bidens mitis which has a similar 
growth habit, soil and light requirements, and is in bloom 
(yellow) at the same time. Valued for its blue color that is fairly 
uncommon in Florida native plants. Commonly occurs in moist 
disturbed areas where it spreads vegetatively. Can tolerate 
modest mowing and is often seen along the edge of mowed 
areas where it spreads as a groundcover. Use this plant where its 
somewhat aggressive growth is an asset rather than a liability. 
Others have recommended its use on the bank (above water line) 
of stormwater pond shorelines (Hansen and Hu, 2013). Great for 
attracting a variety of pollinators.  
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Top. Seedlings in 4-inch containers. Mid Top. Fruits (achenes) with 

a 1mm2 background. Mid Bot. Fruiting stem with seeds ready to 

collect on bottom right and seeds not ready to collect on top. Bot. 

Rooted 72-cell apical stem cutting.   
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