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Crocanthemum arenicola 

 

Coastalsand frostweed 

Cistaceae 

 
Seed Propagation: Plants are easily propagated by seed. Seeds are 
physically dormant and germinate to nearly 100% within a few days 
after scarification. Seeds can be scarified using an electric seed 
scarifier or by rubbing between two pieces of sandpaper, germinate 
in light or dark, prefer cooler temperatures (18-22C) than warm 
temperatures (24-32C) for germination, are orthodox, and can be 
stored dry at room temperatures for at least 1 year (Campbell-
Martínez and others, 2020). Plugs were readily produced in a 
wholesale commercial growing operation using a semi-automatic 
seeder.  
 

Cutting Propagation: Plants are easily propagated from cuttings. 
Apical stem cuttings apical stem cuttings taken 2/16/2018 achieved 
71% rooting after 7 weeks when placed in 72-cell trays with peat -
based bagged mix (MetroMix 830, Sungro) and placed under 
intermittent mist in a climate-controlled greenhouse. Auxins (1,000, 
2,500, and 5,000 ppm liquid IBA) did not improve rooting, and better 
rooting performance was achieved when using vegetative cuttings, 
tough reproductive cuttings can be used when necessary (Campbell-
Martínez and others, 2021). Can also easily be propagated from 
large divisions. 
 
Production: Plants are easily produced using standard greenhouse 
and nursery procedures. Rooted stem cuttings and seedlings have 
been successfully transplanted to multiple container types (4-inch 
and 1-gallon containers) and roots filled in pots within weeks to a 
few months. Plants were grown in a 3:1 mix of aged pine bark with 
fines to peat-based bagged mix (MetroMix 830, Sungro) and 
fertilized with ¼ tsp (4-inch) or 1 tsp (1-gallon) of slow-release 
fertilizer (18-6-12 Osmocote Plus). Plants have been produced 
throughout the year. Plants are prone to fungal pathogens when 
potting mix stays wet for extended periods of time.   
 
Comments: Florida panhandle beach dune endemic plant with 
ornamental and restoration value. During a winter restoration 
planting into backdunes of the Florida panhandle plants grown in 4-
inch containers had high survival after 9 months. Use in dry, nutrient 
poor, sandy soils with full sun. For restoration placed in back dunes. 
Dainty, ephemeral, yellow flowers of interest. Closely related to with 
widely popular ornamental rockrose (Helianthemum) which are 
more commonly utilized in landscapes in other parts of the country 
and world.  
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Top Left. Fruit (tan with portion removed containing seed cluster and 

1mm bar. Top Right. Seed cluster (top) and seeds (bottom) both with 

1mm bars. Mid. Top. Rooted apical stem cutting stuck in 72-cell tray. 

Mid. Bot. Flowering plants in 1-gallon containers. Bot. Seedlings 

growing in 200-cell liner flats within a commercial wholesale 

greenhouse 

mailto:camp5595@gmail.com

