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Teucrium canadense 

 

Wood sage 

Lamiaceae 

 

Seed Propagation: Plants are quickly and easily propagated from 
seed. Collect seeds when fruit tissue turns dark brown to grey 
and is dry; avoid collecting when fruits are moist and do not 
dislodge easily from plant to ensure seed maturity. Seeds 
collected in the fall, stored dry at room temperature, and sown 
on top of potting mix (Pro-Mix HP, Sungro) 12/21/2019 with a 
few seeds per cell had 83% of cells with ≥1 seedling by 
1/30/2020. Seeds were placed under intermittent mist within a 
climate-controlled greenhouse. There was significantly higher 
germination for seeds that were sown on top of potting mix 
compared to seeds which were lightly covered with potting mix.  
 

Cutting Propagation: Plants are easily and quickly propagated 
from cuttings. Apical herbaceous stem cuttings taken on 
9/16/2019 had several (10+) few mm long roots by 9/22/2019 
formed firm rootballs a few weeks after that. Cuttings were stuck 
in 72-cell liner trays within peat based potting mix (MetroMix 
830, Sungro) and placed under intermittent mist in a climate-
controlled greenhouse. Rooting percentages are consistently 
near 100% for this plant across the growing season.  
 
Production: Plants are easily produced using standard 
greenhouse and nursery procedures. 72-cell plugs planted into 4-
inch containers during the fall with a 3:1 mix of pine bark with 
fines to MetroMix830 and 1/4 tsp slow-release fertilizer (18-6-12 
Osmocote Plus) filled out pots within a few weeks when grown 
outdoors under daily overhead irrigation. During propagation and 
production plants are pest magnets with several greenhouse pest 
spotted on this plant including spider mites, aphids, white flies, 
and mealy bugs.  
 

Comments: Plants were easily installed in a landscape garden 
setting during the spring within a relic upland pine soil with 
modest amounts of hardwood mulch. Flowered the first year of 
planting. Valued for its ornamental pink flowers that are 
spectacular when in bloom. Commonly occurs in moist disturbed 
areas where it spreads vegetatively. Can tolerate modest mowing 
and is often seen along the edge of mowed areas where it 
spreads as a groundcover. Use this plant where its somewhat 
aggressive growth is an asset rather than a liability.  

Top. Seedling. Mid. Top. Plant grown in 4-inch container. Mid. Bot. 

Seeds (left) and fruits and seeds (right) with a 1mm2 background. 

Bot. Rooted cuttings stuck in 72-celll liners. 
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